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“VALLEY OF THE REDWOODS’ 


AN ASSOCIATED PRODUCERS’ PRODUCTION 


RELEASED BY 20TH CENTURY-FOX FILM CORP. 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not For Publication) 


After being employed for six months as a secretary by a northern California 
lumber company, Jan Spencer (LYNN BERNAY) has won the respect and trust of 
her employers as well as the heart of Dave Harris (MICHAEL FOREST), the 
company’s mill supervisor. What no one suspects is that Jan took the job for the 
purpose of helping to rob an $81,000 payroll. 


Jan’s accomplices are her lover, Wayne Randall (JOHN HUDSON), and an 
experienced safe cracker, Dino Michaelis (ED NELSON). The trio plan to take the 
payroll from the company safe where it is kept. over the week-end. Wayne and Dino 
arrive in town during the week planned for the robbery and pose as prospective 
big lumber buyers in order to ‘‘case’’ the company grounds. 


Minute details are supplied by Jan who has established her company loyalty to 
working overtime on Saturdays. On the Saturday set for the robbery, Wayne and 
Dino hide on the floor in the back of her car as she passes through the gate past 
Joe Wolcheck (BRUNO VE SOTO), the friendly and unsuspecting watchman. 
After getting the money, the trio plans to exit the mill the same way and head to a 
waiting plane at a not-too-distant small airfield and be in Canada before the robbery 
is discovered on Monday. 


Things go smoothly until Jan, who had been acting as lookout from her nearby 
office, is confronted unexpectedly by Dave who also happens to be on hand for extra 
work. His efforts to persuade her to have lunch with him cannot be denied so she 
invites him to lunch at her apartment in the belief that she can quickly fix sand- 
wiches and get rid of him, in time to return to the mill to smuggle her confederates 
out in her car. As time runs out on her, she begins to get frantic. 


In the meantime, Wayne and Dino have succeeded in breaking.open the safe and 
getting the money. They are interrupted by the watchman who stops nearby to 
make a personal phone call. While phoning, he happens to glance at the safe, but, 
before he can take any action, the robbers deal him a blow on the head and run. 


Wayne and Dino run into the mill yard and, finding no Jan nor her car, they 
decide to steal the watchman’s jalopy just as a police car drives up. Dino shoots the 
patrolman and the duo take off in the old car. The watchman, having regained 
consciousness, races out to find the slain patrolman and to fire shots at the fleeing 
pair. 

Dave receives news of the robbery by phone at Jan’s and rushes back to the mill. 
Jan has overheard that one of the robbers was wounded. 


Shortly after Dave has left, Dino arrives at Jan’s and she rushes out with him 
with first aid material to care for Wayne’s wounded leg. The trio drive off in another 
stolen vehicle, but soon stop so that Jan can fix Wayne’s wound. The lovers, 
regretting their situation, are for giving up with the hope that if the money is 
returned, their punishment will not be too severe as Dino was responsible for the 
killing. Dino has different ideas which include taking all of the money, leaving 
Wayne behind and forcing Jan to guide him on foot over rough terrain to where 
the plane waits. 


At the scene of the crime, Police Captain Sid Walker (ROBERT SHAYNE) 
explodes Dave’s idyllic picture of his beloved by proving to him that she was an 
accomplice. He then proceeds to block the escape of the robbers. 


Wayne manages to use the other vehicle to catch up with Jan and Dino. However, 
his weakness from loss of blood again allows Dino to get the upper hand and the 
latter clubs him over the head. When his partners in crime are left on the road, 
Dino aims the car at them and tries to run them down, but Jan picks up Wayne’s 
gun and fires at the approaching Dino. He screams in pain as. the vehicle goes out 
of control and crashes off the road. His lifeless body falls from the four wheel rig 
on top of the money bags as Jan cradles the wounded Wayne’s head in her arms and 
awaits the exactness of justice. 
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Lynn Bernay 
Dancer to Actress 


Meet Lynn Bernay, a beautiful 
blonde, who danced her way into 
movies and became a star when 
she stopped dancing. 

A true beauty in her early 20’s, 
Lynn gives just as much credit 
to her feet as to her acting ability 
for her present career, a career 
highlighted by her starring role 
in the Associated Producers, Inc. 
CinemaScope production “Valley 
of the Redwoods,” a 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox release opening .... at 
the.... Theatre. 

“T started out in show business 
as a dancer when I was 15,” says 
Lynn, who at that time joined the 
famous precision Rockettes at 
New York’s Radio City Music 
Hall. 

“Ever since I was a little girl, 
I’d always loved to dance and 
jumped at the chance to do so 
and make money at the same 
time,” she recalls. 

Lynn stayed on with the Rock- 
ettes for a year and then jumped 
to the Copacabana and then to 
the featured dancer’s spot in 
Mike Todd’s “Peep Show.” 

“T then went to Hollywood, 
hoping to get a job hoofing in the 
movies,” Lynn continues. “But I 
ended up in TV, which wasn’t bad 
as the next thing I knew Gene 
Kelly was auditioning me for 
‘Singing In The Rain’.” 

“I think my big break came 
after another tour of duty in New 
York,” continues Miss Bernay. 
“T returned to Hollywood for the 
second time and landed a dancing 
role in ‘Pajama Game’ with Doris 
Day. 

“I did have a handicap, at first, 
in that I look like Doris but I 
wore glasses at the request of the 
direetor_so people could tell us 
apart. Doris took a liking to me 
through all this look-a-like busi- 
ness and had me do some read- 
ings for her,” points out Lynn. 

Doris encouraged the leggy 
blonde to get into acting and 
Lynn took her advice, but quick. 
Today, the voluptuous beauty 
who is well into her second dis- 
tinct career, has what she feels 
is the top role she has done to 
date, that of the scheming office 
worker in “Valley of the Red- 
woods” in which she stars with 
John Hudson and Ed Nelson. 


Ed Nelson “Meanie” 


Ed Nelson is one of Holly- 
wood’s foremost villains, a sobri- 
quet he’s right happy to have. Be- 
cause, today in films and TV, a 
villain is a good thing to be. 

“There’s always a variety of 
bad guys menacing the hero in 
pictures and TV series,” ac- 
knowledges Nelson, who is cur- 
rently starring with John Hud- 
son and Lynn Bernay in Associ- 
ated Producers, Inc. Cinema- 
Scope production, “Valley of the 
Redwoods.” 


“Valley Of The Redwoods” CinemaScope 
Thriller Of Ingenious Robbery Scheme 


(Advance) 


The beautiful, majestic forests of Northern California’s famed Redwood country are 
the background for Twentieth Century-Fox’s CinemaScope production, “Valley of the 
Redwoods,” an Associated Preducers, Inc. film, opening ....at the... . Theatre. 


Last Minute Plans 


Lynn Bernay, John Hudson and Ed Nelson go over their last minute 
plans to rob a tumber mill payroll in this scene from 20th Century- 
Fox’s “Valley of the Redwoods,” an Associated Producers, Inc. 
CinemaScope production, opening ....at the.... Theatre. Mat 2A 
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Surprisingly enough, the story 
by producer Gene Corman script- 
ed by Leo Gordon and Daniel 
Madison, isn’t one of the great 
outdoors or log rolling, but is a 
crime thriller centered on the 
plan of two men and a woman to 
ingeniously steal a lumber mill 
payroll and escape into Canada. 


Corman and director William 
N. Witney have filmed their pro- 
duction in the actual streets of 
Eureka, California, and on land 
as well as in offices belonging to 
some of the country’s leading 
lumber companies. Many of the 
background “actors” are resi- 
dents of the area getting their 
first taste of show business on a 
professional basis. Eureka’s chief 
of police, plus other prominent 
citizens, appear in the film, some 
with speaking lines. 


Some of the outdoor “sets ” are 
real ‘hotels, motels, offices and 
restaurants which lend an air of 
reality to the movie. 

Keeping with Twentieth Cen- 
tury-Fox’s policy of giving op- 
portunities to upcoming Holly- 
wood hopefuls, Corman has 
starred three players who’ve im- 
pressed the movie and T'V colony 
with their versatile talents in 
emoting. They are’John Hudson, 
Lynn Bernay and Ed Nelson. 
Also in the cast is another young 
thespian who holds great prom- 
ise — Michael Forest. 

To score his picture with inter- 
esting thematic music, Corman 


engaged the services of Buddy 


Hudson Redwoods’ Star Is Truly 


An Actor, Not A 


Among Hollywood’s new crop 
of players, John Hudson is some- 
what unique. He doesn’t, for ex- 
ample, belong to that evergrow- 
ing legion of “beat” boys, who 
like to affect a uniform of dirty 
sweat shirts, skin-tight levis and 
sneakers. 

John is also unique in another 
way. He does’nt mumble his lines, 
nor does he strike attitudes and 
poses in front of the camera. In 
short, he acts like a normal 
American male, both on and off 
the screen. 

Hudson, who stars with Lynn 
Bernay and Ed Nelson in the As- 
sociated Producers, Inc. Cinema- 
Scope production “Valley of the 
Redwoods,” a Twentieth Cen- 
tury-Fox release opening... . at 
the .... Theatre, says that if it 


“Character” 


ing a “character” or making it 
the hard way in order to achieve 
fame, he’ll choose the latter. 

“1’m a working actor,” explains 
the personable Hudson. “I’ve 
been an actor for some years 
now ever since I started on 
Broadway in ‘Junior Miss’ during 
the war. Like any working man, 
I see no reason to continue work- 
ing when I’m not actually on the 
job. 

“Too many actors never stop 
acting and this seems kind of 
silly to me.” 

Hudson has the utmost respect 
for the writer and director, be- 
eving that it’s the story that 
counts, not the star. “While I 
may be rated as the star of a pic- 
ture,” he says, “If I fail to por- 
tray the character as written, 


Bregman as composer and con- 
ductor. His score is one of the 
plus factors of the film and adds 
one more success to the list of 
impressive credits being racked 
up by this young Chicago-born 
musician who has taken Holly- 
wood by storm. 

According to Corman, one of 
the major obstacles to the loca- 
tion filming was rain from flash 
showers. The actors and crew had 
to work in mud as raindrops 
soaked their clothes. For sheer 
dramatic effect, the producer be- 
lieves that the wet ground and 
surfaces added to the quality of 
the production, 

One of the most important 


scenes in the picture is the crack- 
ing of a safe for the robbing of 
an $81,000 payroll. Both Hudson 
and Nelson received some “train- 
ing” from police experts and do 
the scene with minute accuracy. 


However, they caution any 
would-be safecrackers that no 
foolproof system is revealed 


though they themselves almost 


comes to achoice between becom- | then I’ve failed as an actor.” get away with their film caper. 


Producer Gene Corman has outdone 
producer-director Alfred Hitchcock, who 
always manages to appear in one walk- 
on role in each of his movies, by twice 
appearing in different roles in Twentieth 
Century-Fox’s “Valley of the Red- 
woods,” an Associated Producers, Inc. 
CinemaScope production opening... . 
at the .... Theatre. The producer plays 
a guard who carries a payroll into a 
lumber mill office and a truck driver. 

pea es CAE 

The police of Eureka, California, have 
a personal interest in ’wentieth Cen- 
tury-Fox’s ‘‘Valley of the Redwoods,”’ an 
Associated Producers, Inc. CinemaScope 
production opening ....atthe.... 
Theatre. Their chief has a role in the 
crime thriller. 


Twentieth Century-Fox’s ‘Valley of 
the Redwoods,” an Associated Producers, 
Inc. CinemaScope production opening 

... at the. ... Theatre, was mostly 
filmed on location in the redwood coun- 
try surrounding Eureka, California, 
with many of the nation’s major lumber 
mills being used as backgrounds. John 
Hudson, Lynn Bernay and Ed Nelson 
star in the crime thriller. 

ASO ane 

Experts of several big city police 
burglary departments gave technical ad- 
vice for the safe cracking sequence in 


Column Items 


Twentieth Century-Fox’s ‘Valley of the 
Redwoods,’’ an Associated Producers, 
Ine. CinemaScope production opening 

.atthe.... Theatre. John Hudson, 
Lynn Bernay and Ed Nelson star in the 
crime thriller. 


oO 
What may be “perfect” casting, re- 
sulted in Twentieth Century-Fox’s ‘“‘Val- 
ley of the Redwoods,’’ an Associated Pro- 
ducers, Inc. CinemaScope production 
opening ....atthe.... Theatre. For 
this story laid against the backdrop of 
Northern California’s Redwood lumber 
country, producer Gene Corman signed 
Michael FOREST for one of the major 
roles. 


oO 

Ed Nelson, who has made a fine career 
for himself of being a villain in movies 
and TV, dies for the umpteenth time in 
his ‘‘heavy’”’ role in the Associated Pro- 
ducers, Inc. CinemaScope production 
“Valley of the Redwoods,”’ a Twentieth 
Century-Fox release opening .... at 
the... . Theatre. 

“T’ve ‘died’ so many times for my art, 
I’ve got a Forest Lawn credit card,” 
chuckles Nelson, who stars with John 
Hudson and Lynn Bernay in the film. 


10) 
Ed Nelson, starring in the Associated 
Producers, Inc. CinemaScope production 
“Valley of the Redwoods,” a Twentieth 
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Century-Fox release opening .... at the 
.... Theatre, broke into show business 
at the other end of the camera. His first 
job, during college days at Tulane Uni- 
versity, was as an assistant director at 
a New Orleans television station, WDSO. 


oO 
Actor John Hudson’s rise in show busi- 
ness has a real Horatio Alger, movie 
style, beginning. Hudson, who today is 
starring in the Associated Producers, 
Inc. CinemaScope production ‘Valley of 
the Redwoods,”’ a Twentieth Century-Fox 
release opening... . at the..... 
Theatre, admits his first show biz job 
was as a spear carrier in a San Francisco 
presentation of ‘‘Faust.’’ 
oO 
One scene in the Associated Producers, 
Inc. CinemaScope production “Valley of 
the Redwoods,” that proved difficult for 
star Ed Nelson to do was one near the 
end of the exciting Twentieth Century- 
Fox release opening .... at the.... 
Theatre, in which he must drive a car 
recklessly and crack it up. You see, Ed 
has a scroll from his home town, New 
Orleans, honoring him for 15 years safe 
driving without a ticket or an accident. 
Director Bill Witney assured Ed that 
no traffic cop would be peeking during 
the scene, so, for “‘art’s sake,’”’ Ed de- 
liberately shattered his safe driving 
record, but good. 


“Valley Of The Redwoods” Exploitation Ideas 


e Invite local law enforcement agents to see “Valley of the Redwoods.” 


@ Lobby display of recent daring robberies in which similar events to those portrayed in “Valley of the 
Redwoods” took place. This material should be available through your local newspaper office. Set ma- 
terial up on an “A” board. 


e Tour offices should be contacted for tie-ins with trips to the great California redwood country. This 
should be done through cooperative windows, displays, ete. 


e Contact local law clubs pointing out that actual Eureka, California, law enforcement officials appear 
in the film. This is also a good publicity key. 


e Take an usher, have him carry a sign around the main section of your town, which says: “You don’t 
have to go to California to view the breathtaking “Valley of the Redwoods”... you can see it.... 
at the.... Theatre.” 


e Prior to opening, set up a table in lobby of theatre with a black bag filled to overflowing with stage 
money. Key with sign saying: “This was the prize of the daring caper in the ‘Valley of the Redwoods.’ ” 


e In the lobby of your theatre have a large fish bow] filled with pennies. Beside it place a large placard 
which explains that the robbers in “Valley of the Redwoods” were after considerably more money than 
is contained in this bowl. However, you, the management, will give two free tickets to the contestants 
coming closest to guessing the number of pennies in the bowl. 
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